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2020 Bios 
 
Nikita Allgire - I am a graduate student in the department of Slavic Languages and Literatures at the 
University of Southern California. My academic interests involve the study of psychoanalysis in Russian 
and early Soviet culture, particularly in the way Freudian thought influenced the instinct/consciousness 
paradigm within Socialist Realism. I am also interested in how psychiatric diagnoses have been used for 
political purposes in general and Russian history in particular (Socrates, Chaadaev, the “sluggish 
schizophrenia” diagnosis during the middle Soviet period, etc.). A question I return to is what role 
literature and the arts play within a materialist social context favoring a positivist outlook. 
allgire@usc.edu 
 
Seth Alt is a doctoral candidate in the Cultural Studies program at Claremont Graduate University. His 
dissertation is a psychoanalytic reading of how digital technology is articulating and transforming the 
museum and the archival process. Seth is an academic and his interests in  psychoanalysis have 
heretofore primarily focused around the theory of Jacques Lacan and the Ljubljana School. Aside from 
his graduate studies, Seth also is a musician who plays Irish fiddle. seth.alt@cgu.edu 
 
Sandy Ansari-Basir is an Educational Therapist who has worked with various schools and clinics in both 
San Diego and Los Angeles promoting and applying psychoanalytic thinking into modern day Social and 
Emotional Learning. She is the director of a clinic in San Diego called Center for Educational Therapy, 
where she runs social skills groups with children and adolescents using Group Relations/Tavistock 
methods. She also conducts Reflective Parenting with parents of children with Learning Disabilities and 
Autism Spectrum Disorder, specifically those with Asperger’s syndrome.  She has published in 
Psychoanalytic Inquiry on Reflective Network Therapy in a Small Middle and High School. Sandy Ansari 
holds two certificates from the New Center for Psychoanalysis, one in Child and Adolescent 
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Adult Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy.  She is interested in blending 
Educational Therapy and Psychoanalytic Theory to advance both fields. ghazalsandy@yahoo.com 
 
Christopher Chamberlin - is the President’s Postdoctoral Fellow in English at UC Berkeley. He received 
his Ph.D. in Culture and Theory at UC Irvine in 2018 with emphases in critical theory and feminist 
studies. He has published in Studies in Gender and Sexuality, Discourse, Journal of Medical Humanities, 
and Psychoanalysis, Culture & Society, and additionally serves on the editorial boards of both the journal 
in Psychoanalysis, Culture & Society, and the European Journal of Psychoanalysis. Dr. Chamberlin is 
finishing his first book monograph, which examines how Freudian practitioners analyzed antiblack 
racism during the Civil Rights Era.   cechamberlin@berkeley.edu 
 
Michael Moshe Dahan - is an Israeli American scholar, filmmaker and artist who earned his MFA in 
Studio Art with a Critical Theory Emphasis from UC Irvine in 2012. His current work interrogates the 
intersection of psychoanalysis, political economy, post-colonial theory, and aesthetic production 
emerging from Israel/Palestine. He is currently curating The Messiah Triangle, an exhibition that will 
open Fall 2020 at UCI’s University Art Gallery. This exhibition presents art works that contend with the 
entwined legacies of descendants of victims and perpetrators of the Nakba and considers how 
victims/perpetrators in the Palestine-Israel-Lebanon triangle transmit such phantasmatic—though 
violent—legacies across generations through aesthetic production. His experimental film, Two Points of 
Failure, was screened at the Rotterdam, Edinburgh, Jihlava, Bucharest, and Melbourne International 
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Film Festivals, as well as the Tribeca Film Festival and the MAK Center for Art and Architecture in Los 
Angeles. Before receiving his MFA, he spent nearly a decade working as a film executive.  
studiodahan@me.com 

Matthew Elgart - is a Research-Psychoanalyst with a practice in Pasadena. He is also a composer and a 
concert guitarist. Dr. Elgart is on the faculty of the California Institute of Technology (Caltech) and an 
adjunct faculty member of the New Center for Psychoanalysis. He received his Masters of 
Fine Arts in guitar performance from UCLA, his Doctorate in composition from Claremont Graduate 
School and his PhD in psychoanalysis from the New Center for Psychoanalysis. mattelgart@gmail.com 

David James Fisher - is a Senior Faculty Member at NCP and a Training and Supervising Analyst at ICP. 
He is the author of three books: Bettelheim: Living and Dying (2008), Cultural Theory and Psychoanalytic 
Tradition (2009); and Romain Rolland and the Politics of Intellectual Engagement (2003). Dr. Fisher is 
also trained as a European cultural and intellectual historian. He has published extensively on the history 
of psychoanalysis, psychoanalytic cultural criticism, and the application of analytic perspectives to 
matters of politics, movies, and aspects of high and popular culture. In October 2018, he published A 
Conversation with Adam Phillips in JAPA. He has been practicing psychoanalysis and psychotherapy for 
41 years in West LA. djamesfisherphd@gmail.com 
 
Gabriela Fried Amilivia’s  -  work focuses on social/historical and collective memory, trauma and the 
transgenerational transmission, grounded on a socio-psychoanalytic conceptual framework and 
intersubjective understanding, after the experience of political violence and state terrorism, 
particularly in the Southern Cone of Latin America, and transitional justice experiences and models 
from a comparative perspective. She is currently working on post-trauma life experiences of healing 
and personal and collective “growth.”  gfrieda@calstatela.edu 
 
Leticia C. García is a lecturer in the Humanities Core Program at UC Irvine. Dr. García is a 
#ShakeRace scholar and her research interests focus on the intersections of Mexican and Latinx Studies 
and Shakespeare. She is primarily interested in cultural theory and practice and cultural politics. Leticia 
is beginning work on her first monograph entitled, Shakespeare: Made in México. Dr. García’s interest in 
psychanalysis is rooted in its natural affinity to the Shakespearean oeuvre, as contemporary critics— 
notable among them, Harold Bloom—have located in the rich examples of Shakespeare's major 
tragedies Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello, and King Lear significant sources for Freud's theories. Additionally, 
the contemporary era has witnessed a proliferation of psychoanalytic thought, and has produced a 
range of theoretical approaches, many of which have been rewardingly applied to Shakespeare's 
comedies, problem plays, histories, and romances, and the tragedies. Likewise, in the last decades of the 
twentieth century, psychoanalytic criticism has often been successfully combined with other critical 
approaches, particularly with feminist or gender theory, to produce several of the dominant strains of 
contemporary critical thought relating to Shakespeare.  garcialc@uci.edu 
 
Kevin Groark - I am a medical and psychological anthropologist with dual training in 
psychoanalysis. Since 1991, I have carried out ethnomedical and ethnopsychological research in Tzotzil 
Maya-speaking communities in Highland Chiapas focusing on emotion culture, intersubjectivity, the 
social and personal uses of dream experience, and household-level therapeutic practices. My work on 
Maya dream culture was awarded the 2009 Peter Loewenberg Essay Prize in Psychoanalysis and Culture 
(formerly the CORST Prize, awarded by the American Psychoanalytic Association), as well as the 2011 & 
2018 Boyer Prize for Contributions to Psychoanalytic Anthropology (awarded by the Society for 
Psychological Anthropology). Currently, I am engaged in historical research on development of 
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psychoanalytic anthropology, focusing on the influence of both classical and neo-Freudian thinking on 
early American anthropology (1909-1950). I am a Lecturer in Anthropology at Macquarie University 
(Sydney, Australia), and have also taught at the University of Southern California (USC) and the 
University of California Los Angeles (UCLA). I am currently enjoying the world’s longest commute, 
splitting my time between Sydney and Los Angeles. kgroark@gmail.com 
 
Thomas P. Helscher is a Training and Supervising Analyst and Past President of LAISPS. He is a Past Chair 
of The Soldiers Project. His most recent publication is entitled “Moral Injury, the Moral Defense, and 
Emotional Containment: An Intersubjective Alternative to PTSD in the Treatment of Combat Veterans.” 
He teaches in the UC Veterans’ Writing Workshop, is a member of the University of California 
Interdisciplinary Psychoanalytic Consortium and is on the faculty of the Wright Institute Los Angeles and 
LAISPS.  He is in private practice in Santa Monica.  drhelsche@gmail.com 
 
Leon Kaplan – Leon Kaplan is a LA Superior Court Judge (Retired) Board Member of the California Youth 
Authority Board, Vista Volunteer, and a Post Seminar Research Candidate at the New Center for 
Psychoanalysis.   leonskaplan@gmail.com 
 
Anna Krakus – Anna Krakus is an assistant professor in the departments of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures and Comparative Literature at the University of Southern California. Her first book on 
Polish cinema, No End in Sight: Polish Film During the Late Socialist Period was published by the 
University of Pittsburgh Press in 2018. Her current book project Collecting Stories: Museums, 
Monuments and Memory, 1801-2019 concerns how public and private memory and a sense of 
identity are formed by different kinds of collections such as museum exhibition narratives, memorial 
statues, and private collections. Her article “Compulsive Collectors: Welcome Inside into the 
Collections of Andrzej Wajda and Ludwik Zimmerer,” concerns the psychological mechanisms behind 
private collecting. The article treats excessive collecting as sublimation in the case of addiction and 
suggests that in the context of the Polish People’s Republic collecting was a paranoid act, rather 
than an expression of neurosis.  krakus@usc.edu 
 
Peter Loewenberg - is Professor Emeritus of History and Political Psychology at UCLA, a founder of  
UCNCP ICP and a Founding Trustee of the UCLA Hayman Foundation. He is a Training and Supervising 
Analyst and former Dean of the New Center for Psychoanalysis. He was Chair of the IPA China 
Committee for six years and is currently teaching a weekly course in China on “Psychoanalysis and 
Culture” by Zoom. His current research is on the art historian Aby Warburg, who visited the Hopi in 1895 
and sought the pagan elements in modern culture. He is the author of: Decoding the Past: the 
Psychohistorical Approach (1996) and Fantasy and Reality in History (1995). He is Editor (with Nellie 
Thompson) of 100 Years of the IPA: The Centenary History of the International Psychoanalytical 
Association (1910-2010) (2011). He was the Sir Peter Ustinov Visiting Professor at the University of 
Vienna and received the Nevitt Sanford Award for his professional contributions to the field of Political 
Psychology. peterl@ucla.edu 

Samar Nattagh is a second-year doctoral student in the department of Comparative Literature at 
UCLA, studying 20th century French and American literature, cinema, and philosophy. My current 
research focuses on tracing the literary and cinematic roots of contemporary social networks like 
Instagram and Twitter. By looking at the historical parallels with developments in recent media 
history, I analyze reading strategies that can be used to separate fact from fiction in social network 
narratives.  
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Psychoanalysis plays a crucial role in my work by providing me with the tools to explain how fact and 
fiction are split in the social realm and how narratives are filtered through social norms, ideas, and 
our perceptions of others.  Samar.nattagh@gmail.com 
 
Andrei Novac is a Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the University of California at Irvine, School of 
Medicine, and Founding Director of the Traumatic Stress Program. He graduated from the Carol 
Davila School of Medicine in his native Bucharest, Romania in 1978. After a post-MD three-year 
internship in Pediatrics, he immigrated to the U.S and completed his internship and psychiatric 
residency at UC Irvine in 1986.  He is the author of over 50 journal articles on depressive disorders 
and their subtypes, Intergenerational Transmission of Trauma in families of Holocaust survivors, 
Cognitive Bias and youth violence, resiliency, and the brain/mind functional unit.  More recently, his 
work has included: “paratraumatic behaviors”, referring to survival behavior; transprocessing, the 
mechanism of neurobiological processing during psychotherapy; and identity narrative (IdN), a 
component of autobiographical memory.  He has referred some of these subjects to the 
psychoanalytical literature , including Laplanche and Mark Leffert’s recent contributions. Dr. Novac 
has recently published two poetry books. He is a board-certified psychiatrist, an affiliate of NCP, and 
since 2018 has served on the research committee of NCP.  anovac@uci.edu 
 
Judit Palencia Gutierrez is working on her PhD in Hispanic Studies at the University of California-
Riverside. Her dissertation attends to the paradigm of transitional justice in the Spanish democratic 
transition, operated through an amnesty.  jpale002@ucr.edu 
 
Gwendolen Pare - Gwendolen Pare holds an undergraduate degree in Politics from Universidad de 
Granada, Spain, a master’s degree in Latin American Cultural Studies from University of London, GB, 
and began graduate study at UCI’s Spanish and Portuguese Department in 2017. After internships 
and jobs in political institutions, journalism, and performance groups, she received a research 
residence at Berlin’s Ibero-American Institute in 2017 and has published a book chapter on Pedro 
Lemebel’s performance manifesto “Hablo por mi diferencia.” Her dissertation explores how 
contemporary literature and performance in Latin America and the Caribbean intervene in 
languages of diagnosis and therapy to critically shape how care and cure can be thought at the end 
of the twentieth century and at the demise of twentieth century hopes. gpare@uci.edu 
 
Linette Park is the Thurgood Marshall Postdoctoral Fellow in the African and African American Studies 
Program at Dartmouth College. She received her PhD in the Culture and Theory Program with emphases 
in Critical Theory and Law, Culture, and Society at the University of California, Irvine (2019). There, she 
received the 2017-2018 Michael and Stacey Koehn Endowed Research Award in Critical Theory. She is 
preparing her first book monograph, At the Edge of Abolition: Violence and Imagination in the History of 
California Lynch Law, which examines the present day "lynching arrests" by interrogating the historical, 
political, and psychosocial formations of violence that inextricably bind these arrests to the afterlife of 
racial slavery, lynching, and segregation in the United States. Dr. Park also holds a Master's from the 
Critical Studies Department at the California Institute of the Arts, and a Bachelor's in Studio Art from the 
University of California, Los Angeles. She has published in the peer-reviewed journal Theory and Event, 
and has forthcoming work in Black Scholar: Journal of Black Studies and Research, Souls: A Critical 
Journal of Black Politics, Culture, and Society, and boundary2: An International Journal of Literature and 
Culture. linette.park.gr@dartmouth.edu 
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Jeffrey Prager is a Professor of Sociology at UCLA and Training and Supervising Analyst at the New 
Center for Psychoanalysis. A strong advocate for an interdisciplinary psychoanalysis, he is currently the 
Head of the Interdisciplinary Psychoanalytic Education Section at the American Psychoanalytic 
Association and Director of UC/NCP Interdisciplinary Psychoanalytic Consortium. He is the Chair of the 
Research Training Committee at NCP and is also in private practice. He is the co-editor (with Anthony 
Elliott) of the Routledge Handbook of Psychoanalysis for the Humanities and Social Sciences (2016). He 
has published extensively at the intersection of psychoanalysis and sociology, author of Presenting the 
Past: Psychoanalysis and the Sociology of Remembering (1998) and many articles both on societal repair 
from a psychoanalytic perspective and American racism and the American racial order. His most recent 
article, forthcoming in Political Psychology, is “Do Black Lives Matter? A Psychoanalytic Exploration of 
Racism and American Resistance to Reparations.”  jeffreyprager1@gmail.com 
 
Laurence Rose -I am a fourth year Clinical Associate at NCP, and a licensed LMFT since 2014. I graduated 
at the Chicago School in August 2011.   Prior, I worked as an engineer for a large international company. 
I am trained with EMDR that is a holistic modality integrating and connecting body mind that allows 
achieving better emotional awareness and self-regulation.  I enjoy relational theory, and also am very 
open to many aspects from all theories.  I enjoy working with people who have faced some trauma - - 
even the pervasive ones, for which there may be little memory—at least no discrete events that could 
be considered traumatic per se.  I believe aggression, anger, hate in therapy is crucial, and the ability to 
sustain it may make a difference, hence this explains my interest for this UC-NCP March event. 
laurencerosemft@gmail.com 

Gabriele Schwab - is a member of NCP and Professor at UCI. My research focuses on psychoanalysis and 
histories of violence. I just completed a book on Nuclear Politics from a psychoanalytic perspective. 
gmschwab@uci.edu 

Jon-David Settell - Trained as a clinical social worker and licensed as a psychotherapist, Jon-David Settell 
has spent over a decade working with people who are unhoused or homeless and living with severe 
mental illness in San Francisco and New York. He completed his clinical training at Columbia University in 
2004. Jon-David specializes in the treatment of mood and thought disorders, and in the treatment of 
hoarding, cluttering, and compulsive acquisition. Before beginning a doctoral program in comparative 
literature and critical theory at the University of California, Irvine, he was a Clinical Director at the Felton 
Institute, a non-profit community mental health provider in San Francisco. Jon-David is working toward 
developing an understanding of how psychic enclosure emerges from ownership and the property 
relation, and indelibly marks our structures of subjectivity. His work asks how specific symptoms and 
pathologies of late capitalism might be addressed by the psychoanalysis to come. For example, how can 
we think personhood in relation to zones of social abandonment, outside private property, and the law, 
ex-human and socially dead? How can social death be collectively refused? And finally, if the relation 
itself – so central to intersubjectivity and desire – has been disfigured by property and possession, how 
could it become otherwise?  jsettell@uci.edu 

Apurva Shah - is a Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist and the Chief of Psychiatry at Kaiser Permanente in 
Lancaster, California. After finishing his residency and fellowship training at the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in New York, he moved back to India, interrupting (and it is just that – an interruption) his 
psychoanalytic training at the New York Psychoanalytic Institute. Back in India, he started a not-for-
profit company, Antarnad Foundation, for teaching psychoanalysis and training psychoanalytic 
psychotherapists. Antarnad continues to thrive and he teaches and supervises there on his annual visits 
and via Skype. In Southern California, he is a professional affiliate member and the co-coordinator of the 
Film and Mind Series at the New Center for Psychoanalysis. In his presentations and publications, he 
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focuses on the intersection of psychoanalysis and culture, often through the analysis of movies. 
heeapu@gmail.com 

Bettina Soestwohner -  is a Research Psychoanalyst with a private practice in Los Angeles. She holds a 
Doctorate in Comparative Literature from UC Irvine and has taught courses in the fields of literature and 
languages, film, psychology, and psychoanalysis. She is a Senior Faculty member of the New Center of 
Psychoanalysis; a member of the Freudian School of Quebec (EFQ); responsible for the activities of the 
California Circle of the Quebec School; and a member of the IFLF (International Forums of 
the Lacanian Field). She is interested in the workings of culture-specific constructions for the unfolding 
of the analytic experience, particularly at a time where patients live under multi-cultural conditions. 
bsoestwohner@gmail.com 

Austin Webster - is a PhD student in English at UCLA with an MA from Oregon State University.  He has 
most recently been researching historical novelty and eventually in the Romantic period.  More broadly, 
his work focuses on the intersection of philosophy and poetry, especially on German idealism, ontology, 
and philosophy of history.  In these interests, his methodology and approach engage particularly with 
Lacanian and Ljubljana school psychoanalysis.  austinwebster@ucla.edu 

Richard Weiss - is Emeritus Professor of History at UCLA and a founding member of the New Center for 
Psychoanalysis. He served as Dean of the New Center from 2006-2009. He is Senior Faculty and regularly 
teaches in the New Center’s Psychoanalytic Training Program.  rweiss@ucla.edu 

Robert S. Westman - is Professor Emeritus Department of History and the Science Studies Program at 
UC San Diego .  My interest in psychoanalysis dates to my years in the Department of History at UCLA 
and my participating in a discussion group with Peter Loewenberg, Alfred Goldberg, and Herbert Morris.  
My current interests lie on the history of the relationship between humanistic and scientific aspirations 
of psychoanalysis. rwestman@ucsd.edu 

Jake Wilder-Smith – Wilder-Smith is a second-year Ph.D student in Comparative Literature at UCLA, I 
study the relationship between repetition, mourning and loss through the experience of time, rhythm, 
and language. My research relates the repetitive processes of reading and the imagination to the lived 
experience of repetition that shapes our lives and the process of individuation. A musician by training, 
with a background in opera as a conductor, composer, and coach, my work often engages with the 
ineffable nature of musical experience and musical time. Recent research has focused on the movement 
from psychology to phenomenology in treatments of time-consciousness through the figure of the 
melody (from Brentano to Husserl to Sartre), and the role of misophonia in the history of philosophical 
and psychoanalytic thought.  wilder@alumni.harvard.edu 


